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The Secretary

The British Octopush Association

35 Rosedale Crescent

Reading

Octopushsue2000@yahoo.com
12 September 2003

Dear Team Organiser

Re:  BOA Membership for the year 2003/2004

Subscriptions are now due for 2003/2004 membership of the British Octopush Association.  Benefits of BOA membership include:

· eligibility to play in BOA competitions (regional leagues, Nautilus and National competitions)

· liability insurance cover for your club

· personal accident cover for your club members

· a vote that can influence the direction of the sport

· an improved Octopush News

· access to referees courses

The enclosed copy of Octopush News explains that the cost of BOA membership should be around 20 pence per team member per week.

Membership subscriptions for 2003/2004 are set out in the attached forms. Subscriptions have unfortunately been again increased this year due to considerable increases in insurance costs following the events at the World Trade Centre in New York. The cost of public liability insurance for the BOA as a whole has increased from £2,415 three years ago, to more than £6000 this year. 

To improve the speed and efficiency of internal communications, the BOA is offering a £25 discount for clubs which provide valid contact email addresses for each team member and confirm that they wish to receive all normal BOA communications via email (including Octopush News). 

Please complete and return the membership forms to the BOA Treasurer at the address below, with a cheque made payable to ‘British Octopush Association’, as soon as possible. Payments received before 15th October will be eligible for an additional discount of £25. 

So, in summary, get those cheques and email addresses in now and pay just £180, instead of the regulation £230. You are also advised to take out personal accident cover for each player for £2.30 per player, details to follow later.

All cheques (payable to “British Octopush Association”) should be sent to:

Sue Mitchell

BOA Secretary

35 Rosedale Crescent

Reading

Berkshire

RG6 1AS

We will continue to offer associate membership, which will entitle smaller clubs to an electronic copy of each Octopush News and any bulletins concerning important developments in our sport.  Associate membership has been designed to encourage social and diving clubs to become a part of the BOA. However it does not entitle your club to compete in league or other competitions organised by the BOA, nor will you be able to benefit from BOA insurance cover or registration under the government’s new Welfare of the Vulnerable rules.  If you know of any clubs not already members who may be interested in receiving information about Octopush please pass on a membership form!

This is part of a shift towards a tiered membership system allowing member clubs to contribute in proportion to their involvement in BOA activities.

We have retained the simplified membership format, with the personal liability cover remaining at £5 million. Please note that as before you must still list all of the teams you wish to register with the BOA even though no additional fee is payable for them. Players will not be eligible for national competitions such as the Nautilus if this form is not accurately completed now. I urge you to double–check your club’s form before returning it.

As usual, there is a discount if clubs choose to obtain their own equivalent public liability insurance.  If you choose to take advantage of the BOA’s recommended insurance, then the terms of the insurance require that you maintain a club member and guest register to provide proof of BOA membership in the event of a claim.

The association strongly recommends that clubs take out personal accident insurance for their members.  This covers the insured person in the event of them suffering one of the listed injuries. If you take out this insurance, then it applies whether or not you play BOA or non-BOA registered teams.  As usual, this is provided on a per head basis and would need to be supported by a member/guest register as above.

I understand that some BOA clubs are affiliated with schools, colleges etc., and that these organisations may provide a blanket insurance cover. In these cases, it can be difficult for the association club to obtain exact details of the cover provided. In this instance, a suitable member of the ‘parent’ organisation should provide a guarantee to verify that the club is covered by suitable insurance. You should take appropriate advice before signing such a guarantee.

The BOA is continuing to update its database of all players involved in Octopush. This is to promote the sport and it will assist officials in ensuring that we have the necessary insurance cover, as well as helping to police rules regarding competition should any complaints arise. I am therefore enclosing a Player Registration Form, which we would ask all teams to complete as fully as possible.

Even if you are not joining the association, I should be grateful if you would fill in the attached club contact sheet. The BOA is keen to remain in contact with all clubs that play octopush in the UK, so please include contact information for any clubs you know of in your area who are not current association members.

If you have any queries about any aspect of BOA membership, please get in touch with me.

Finally, the increased level of co-operation, professionalism and commitment within octopush continues to inspire as we look towards the 50th anniversary of its invention by Alan Blake. Thank you for your help as a team official. Your efforts are one reason why underwater hockey in the UK is still the most exciting, fun, and competitive underwater sport in our country.

Yours sincerely

Sue Mitchell

BOA Membership Secretary

	ITEM
	TEAM NAME
	FEE 
	ACTUAL

	Main Adult Club (NOT Student/Youth/New club)
	
	£230
	

	‘B’ Team
	
	£0
	

	Women’sTeam 
(If main team is a Women’s team, enter as ‘Main Adult Club’ above) 
	
	£0
	

	U21 Team
	
	£0
	

	U18 Team
	
	£0
	

	U16 Team
	
	£0
	

	U13 Team
	
	£0
	

	Main Youth/Student/New Club

(A ‘new’ club is one where the vast majority of players have not previously been BOA registered players, and this membership is offered at the BOA’s discretion)
	
	£90
	

	Personal Accident Insurance (please tick one box)
	[   ]  The club wishes to take out BOA’s recommended insurance:

  Premium is:      Membership (.....................) x £2.30

[   ]  The club has arranged its own insurance  - copy of cover note showing personal accident cover at least equal to BOA cover must be attached.

[   ]  The club does not require personal accident insurance
	
	

	Discount for payment by 1st October 2003
	
	-£25
	

	Electronic mail discount (please provide two club contact email addresses opposite and check that all players listed later have given email addresses, too) 


	Address1


Address 2
	-£25
	

	Reduction for own public liability insurance
	Copy of cover note showing public liability of at least £5,000,000 in any swimming pool must be attached.
	-£50
	

	TOTAL


	Please make cheques payable to ‘British Octopush Association’
	
	

	I do/do not require a receipt for the above amount.
	If you require a receipt, you MUST enclose an SAE with payment.
	Do/Do Not
	

	Associate membership only
	Entitles your club to receive an electronic copy of Octopush News for the next  season
	£10
	

	I do/do not require an insurance cover note.
	Requests for cover notes will be passed on to our insurers.
	Do/Do Not
	


For each registered team please complete the following:

	Team Name
	Pool Session Times
	Team Contact
	Contact Address
	Tel: (day)
	Tel: (eve)
	E-mail

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Player Registration:

Club Name:

	Name
	Address
	Postcode
	Date of Birth
	Email
	Telephone
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